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Speaker #578  

Towards Precision Medicine Therapies and            
Biomarkers for Neurodegenerative Diseases 

Onsite & Virtual 
Program 

 
FSU Alumni Center 

1030 W Tennessee St 
Tallahassee, FL 32304 

To RSVP, please email  
mail@economic-club.com  

or 
Call: (850) 224-0711  

 
PLEASE RSVP BY Noon on  

Friday, March 29th 

The mysteries of the brain 

and the national effort from 

here in Florida to find the 

causes and cure for 

Alzheimer’s disease are the 

focus of our April Club 

meeting. Dr. Nilüfer Ertekin-

Taner from the Mayo Clinic 

in Jacksonville will share 

her insights as both a 

research scientist and 

practicing neurologist 

specializing in Alzheimer’s 

care and behavioral 

neurology. She is a 

Professor and Research 

C h a i r  o f  M a y o ’ s 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f 

Neuroscience and was 

recently awarded a $41 

million grant from the 

National Institute on Aging 

to lead a national study on 

precision treatments in 

Alzheimer’s. 

 

She leads a lab team of 20 

scientists in pursuit of 

identifying diagnostic bio-

markers for Alzheimer’s 

and cures. She also sees 

patients with dementia. 

“Alzheimer’s is the most 

common cause of dementia 

and it has a specific 

fingerprint in the brain…

specific changes in the 

bra in ,  inc lud ing  an 

accumulation of sticky 

proteins and other things 

that interfere with its 

normal function,” she said. 

It’s a very common disease, 

with more than six million 

people in the U.S. and 50 

million across the world 

who live with the often-

debilitating condition, 

she added.  

 

She’ll discuss the very 

latest research efforts 

and the progress being 

made in earlier diagnosis 

and treatment toward 

ultimately finding a cure, 

as well as her insights on 

the caregiver family 

experience. Plus, as 

always, questions from 

our Club members.  

 

Dr. Ertekin-Taner has 

been continually funded 

by the National Institutes 

o f  H e a l t h  a n d 

foundations, serving as a 

Principal Investigator on 

37 grants totaling about 

$80 million since 2008. 

With 21% of its 22.5 

million residents age 65-

plus, Florida has a lot to 

gain personally and 

e c o n o m ic a l l y  f r o m 

Alzheimer’s research. It is 

one of the few states that 

directly supports such 

research. 

 

A native of Turkey and 

the daughter of two 

neurologists, Dr. Ertekin-

Taner received her 

Medical Degree from 

Hacettepe University in 

Ankara, Turkey. She went 

on to earn a PhD in 

Molecular Neuroscience 

from the Mayo Clinic 

College of Medicine, 

staying to complete her 

medical residency and 

fellowship in behavioral 

neurology on Mayo’s 

Jacksonville campus. She 

and her husband, a 

transplant surgeon, have 

two daughters. She will be 

introduced by Club Board 

Director Karen Moore, 

Founder and CEO of Moore.  

*Please note this  
meeting will be at the 
FSU Alumni Center 

Nilufer Ertekin-Taner, 

M.D., Ph.D., FAAN 
Enterprise Chair, Dept of  

Neuroscience 

Professor of Neuroscience 

Professor of Neurology 

Mayo Clinic Florida 

Contact Us 

Economic Club  
of Florida, Inc. 
325 John Knox Road, 

Suite L103 

Tallahassee, FL 32303 

(850) 224-0711 
mail@Economic-Club.com 
www.Economic-Club.com  

Not for Profit Corporation 
Federal ID: 59-1777886 

Tuesday, April 2nd 

Lunch Buffet 11:30 AM 

Program Begins 12:00 PM  

Introductions  12:10 PM 

Presentation Begins 12:15 PM 

Q&A 12:50 PM 

Meeting Adjourned 1:00 PM 

mailto:mail@economic-club.com
mailto:Mail@Economic-Club.com
http://www.Economic-Club.com
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Rhyse Boeneke, Residen-
tial Elevators 

Andrew Roberts, ARCO 
Realty 

Jui Shah, Florida Tax 
Watch 

Christopher Hodge, 
League of Southeastern 
Credit Unions & Affiliates 

Charles H. Wingo, MD 

Robert de Cardenas, NTT 
Data America 

Marcia Roitberg, Commu-
nications LLC 

The March Club 
meeting featured Bob 
Rice, Managing 
Partner of New Jersey-
based Tangent Capital 
Partners, a broker-
dealer specializing in 
private investments. 
He presented an eye-
opening look at how 
the inventions of the 
digital camera, the 
personal computer, 
and the Internet have 
resulted in today’s 
digital economy that will 
now change our lives 
beyond anything else in our lifetime. 

“The latest iteration is Artificial Intelligence or AI, created by machine, and it’s just 
getting started. The advances and the consequences are mind-blowing and we have 
to be ready,” Mr. Rice said. 

He showed Club members short videos of common real-life situations and fictional 
artistic representations involving people and animals, created from scratch by AI from 
a simple spoken human command to a computer. Such AI-created videos have 
prompted one Hollywood producer to put on-hold a planned $800 million studio 
expansion and predict future job losses in the field. 

“It's a revolutionary revolution and the reason is because it's not happening in one 
domain of human existence or knowledge…it applies to absolutely everything. There is 
no kind of human endeavor to which this doesn't apply,” said Rice, author of three 
books on private investment and an adjunct Professor of Law at Florida State 
University, teaching how the law impacts the business of investment management. 

While “no one really knows what this all means and where it will lead,” Mr. Rice 
referenced a McKinsey & Company study, which projects that by 2030 Generative AI 
will double the growth of productivity and increase the world’s annual Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) by $4 trillion, an amount equal to the GDP of Germany or Japan. Total 
AI will increase GDP by $17 trillion, equal to China’s annual GDP, with impacts on 
business competition and investment, Mr. Rice explained. (You can read more and 
listen to the Club’s podcast with Bob Rice on our Podcasts and Summaries webpage.) 
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The Radical Consequences of a Digital Economy  Recent New Members 

Renewal notices were sent via email and a hardcopy was mailed. If you have not received your letter, please let us 
know. We may not have your current contact information. Because demand for membership is increasing, we have  
established a renewal deadline of March 31, after which a renewal re-initiation fee of $100 will be added to the  
membership fee. Credit card payment is available through our website, or send in your check so that we can 
count you as a continuing member in good standing.    

Contact Lisette Mariner, Economic Club of Florida Executive Director at mail@economic-club.com or (850) 224-0711 to 
update your information.. Note the Club address is 325 John Knox Rd, L103, Tallahassee, FL 32303 

We have newly designed 
name badges.  If you have 
an old name badge and 
would like one with the new 
design, the cost is $15.   

If interested, you can pur-
chase a new name badge 
at the Club’s website or call 
the office at 850-224-0711. 

Name Badges 

 

Marion Hoffmann 

Left to right: Charles Dodson, Lo Bielby, Bob Rice, Katrina Rolle, 
Dean Massey, James Walton, and Bobby Bacon.  

Membership Renewal Due March 31 

https://www.residentialelevators.com/?utm_source=Google&utm_medium=Organic&utm_campaign=GMB
https://www.residentialelevators.com/?utm_source=Google&utm_medium=Organic&utm_campaign=GMB
https://www.realtor.com/realestateagency/56743583bb954c0100682e82
https://www.realtor.com/realestateagency/56743583bb954c0100682e82
https://floridataxwatch.org/
https://floridataxwatch.org/
https://www.lscu.coop/
https://www.lscu.coop/
https://economic-club.com/product/name-tag/
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TRUSTEES  

TRUSTEES  

(Past Chairs in Orange) 

LES AKERS,  Retired  

JOSE ALFARO, President of Strategic Growth and Partnerships, Indelible 

BOBBY BACON, President, Earl Bacon Agency 

STAN BARNES, CFP, CLU, Managing Director, Barnes Capital Group 

DAVID A. BENNETT, Financial Officer, VR Systems, Inc. 

LO BIELBY, ESQ,  Principal Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig, LLC 

BARNEY T. BISHOP, III, President & CEO, Barney Bishop Consulting 

DR. WAYNE BLANTON, Florida School Board Insurance Trust 

W. KEN BOUTWELL, Managing Partner, Vineyard Capital Partners, LLC  

JOHN BRADLEY, Senior Investment Advisor, Florida State Board of  

Administration 

RAYMOND E. BYE, Ph.D., Retired  Executive & Consultant, FSU 

DOMINIC M. CALABRO, President & CEO,  Florida TaxWatch, Inc. 

CHRISTOPHER CAMPBELL, CEO, CGI, Inc. 

MARSHALL CASSEDY, JR., Owner & Financial Consultant, Cassedy & 

Company, Inc.  

DOUG CROLEY, Doug Croley Insurance Services 

JOEL DAVIS, Friends of Paula 

GREG  A. DELOACH, EVP, J. Smith Lanier & Co 

HOWARD EISENMAN, Financial Advisor, Enhanced  

Financial Services, LLC 

CHRISTOPHER EMMANUEL, Director of Government Relations,  

University of Florida 

MICHAEL EURICH, Big Bend Hospice 

STEVE EVANS, Retired 

BRETT EWING, First Franklin Financial  Services 

FREDDIE FIGGERS,  Figgers Communications Inc. 

LINDA FRAZIER 

SHAWNTA FRIDAY-STROUD, PhD, FAMU School of Business 

JEANNIE GARNER, Executive Director, Florida League of Cities 

BILL GRAHAM, Retired 

WILLIAM GRAHAM, Carr Allison Law Firm 

HON. MAJOR B. HARDING, former Florida  Supreme Court Justice 

JOHN J. HARRIS, Government Consultant, Gray Robinson, P.A. 

DAVID F. HARVEY, President & CEO, David F. Harvey & Associates 

ROB HENDERSON, Of Counsel, Meenan P.A. 

MARION HOFFMANN, Indelible Business Solutions 

TRAVIS HOFFMANN, Prime Meridian Bank 

PATRICK E. HOY, AIA, Principal, Hoy + Stark Architects 

STEPHEN C .HUGGINS, Sr. VP/Investments, Stifel-Huggins Winders 

DARIA IBACH, Vice President, Capital City Bank 

CHRIS JENSEN, JR., EVP and Senior Lender, Prime Meridian Bank 

DR. LARRY C. KUBIAK, Director Psychological Services, Tallahassee 

Memorial Behavioral Health Center 

MS. SAM LESTER, Retired Attorney  

DORRECE  LISENBY, Broker/Owner, Lisenby Realty, Inc. 

LEE MARTIN, Managing Principal, One Digital 

JIM MESSER, Attorney, Fonvielle Lewis Messer & McConnaughhay 

STEVE MCCLELLAND, AAMS, Financial Advisor, Edward Jones  

Investments 

DAVID MICA, CAE, DPL, Founder, Mica, Mica and Mica LLC 

ALEX MILTON, Commercial Banking Manager, Ameris Bank 

MATT MOHLER, Special Projects Manager External Affairs, Florida  

Power & Light Company  

BILL MOOR, President, Capital City Investments & Trust Company  

KAREN MOORE, Founder & CEO,  Moore Communications Group 

KIMBERLY MOORE, VP for Workforce Innovations, TCC 

JIM MURDAUGH, President, Tallahassee Community College 

ALAN NULL, President, Rally Point Financial Group 

CINDY O’CONNELL, Director, Florida Prepaid College Foundation 

JERRY D. PARRISH, PH.D., Chief Economist, Florida State University 

KENNETH PRATT, Senior Vice President Government Affairs, Florida 

Bankers Association 

MARY LOU RAJCHEL, Retired Attorney; Trade Association President & 

CEO for FPC and FTA 

ROBERT “RJ” REED, Capital Risk 

DR. DENNIS RIDLEY, PH.D, Research Professor, FAMU; Faculty  

Associate, FSU  

GLENN W. ROBERTSON, President, Glenn Robertson & Associates 

KATRINA ROLLE, President & CEO, Community Foundation of North FL 

CLAUDIA L. SACHS, CFP, CTP, Wealth Advisor, Securities America. 

MICHAEL SHERIDAN, Chairman, FBMC Benefits Management 

DEE ANN SMITH 

TODD SPERRY, VP, Oliver Sperry Renovation & Construction, Inc. 

NEDDY SUMNERS, Retired 

JUSTIN THAMES, Director State Government Relations, TECO Energy 

JIM THIELEN, CPA, Thielen + Tax and Business Consulting 

JOHN THOMAS, Director & CEO, Brandt Information Services 

IDA THOMPSON, Director of Advancement, Holy Comforter Episcopal  

WILL THOMPSON, Deputy Executive Director, FL Prepaid College Board 

HON. MARJORIE TURNBULL 

KENZA VAN ASSENDERP, van Assenderp Law  

KEVIN VAUGHN, President, Rogers, Gunter, Vaughn Insurance Agency 

VIRGINIA VAUGHN, CIO, North Florida Agents Network, Inc. 

BEN WATKINS,  Director, Florida Division of Bond Finance 

MARK WEBB, CFP, Merrill Lynch 

ASH WILLIAMS, Vice Chair, J.P. Morgan Asset Management 

MICHAEL WILSON, VP/Private & Commercial Banking, The First Bank 

Thank You to our Trustees who go Above and Beyond  
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Ken Boutwell is a co-managing member of Vinyard 
Capital Partners, a private equity company founded 
by his son Jeff in 2002 with over 100 investors, that 
own businesses and properties in nineteen states. 
Mr. Boutwell is also one of the co-founders of 
Capital Health Plan and has served as Chair of its 
Board of Directors since its start in 1978. 

Mr. Boutwell (as is his son) is a Club Trustee, a 
group whose extra financial commitment helps the 
Club fulfill its mission. “As a trained economist, I 
have a major interest in the economy and its 
contributing factors. Through its programs, our Club 
and its members make major contributions to the 
economic growth of our community and our state.” 

His prior experience includes serving as President and CEO of MGT of America, a 
national management consulting firm, for 38 years and before that, as Vice Chancellor 
for Administration for the State University System of Florida. He previously served on 
the faculty and later as Budget Director for the University of Florida, following military 
service in the Office of the U.S. Secretary of Defense. 

Born and raised on a Mississippi dairy farm, Mr. Boutwell later received a Bachelor of 
Agricultural Economics from Mississippi State University and a PhD in Economics from 
North Carolina State University. His community service includes past Chair of the 
United Way and co-founder of Choose Tallahassee. His second book, Let Justice and 
Mercy Flow, was just recently published. 

2024 Economic Club  

Board of Directors  

Officers 
Executive Committee 

 

Chairman 
Marion Hoffmann 

 

President 
Katrina Rolle 

 
Vice President  

Christopher Emmanuel 
 

Treasurer  
Kenneth Pratt 

 
Secretary  

Douglas “Doug” Wheeler 
 

Immediate Past Chair 
Lorence “Lo” Bielby 
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Non Officer  
Directors 

 

Barney Bishop III 

John Bradley 

Ray Bye 

Dominic Calabro 

Christopher Campbell 

Hon. Major Harding 

Alia Faraj-Johnson 

David Mica, Sr. 

   William “Bill” Moor 

Karen Moore 

Jim Murdaugh 

Member Spotlight 
Upcoming 
Programs 

Onsite/Virtual 
Programs 

Non Officer  
Directors continued 

 

Cindy O’Connell  

Jerry Parrish 

Glenn Robertson 

Michael Sheridan 

Hon. Marjorie Turnbull 

Ben Watkins 

Ash Williams 

Lee White 

President 
LM White Consulting 

FSU Alumni 

June 25, 2024 

August 6, 2024 

Clark Mica 

President 
Institute of Makers  

Explosives 

FSU Alumni 

Visit the Club website for 
future meeting dates. 

 

www.economic-club.com 


