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How Autonomous Trucking Will Deliver the Future 

Onsite & Virtual 
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FSU Alumni 

1030 W Tennessee St 
Tallahassee, FL 32304 

To RSVP, please email  
mail@economic-club.com  

or 
Call: (850) 224-0711  

 
PLEASE RSVP BY Noon on  

Friday, August 2nd 

Our high-tech theme 
continues this month as we 
welcome Lee White, a 
nationally-recognized 
expert in autonomous 
trucking and logistics.  
Among his achievements 
over four decades in the 
field is initiating and 
managing the autonomous 
trucking project charter and 
deployment for United 
Parcel Service (UPS).  He’ll 
discuss advancements in 
Autonomous Vehicle (AV) 
trucking, how it is expected 
to impact the cost of goods 
and services, and key 
differences between it and 
other AV driverless 
platforms, such as the so-
called robo-taxis. 

“It’s not a matter of if AV 
trucking is going to happen, 
it’s when, where, and who it 
happens to,” Mr. White told 
Club Officers in a recent 
conference call.  “I can't 
really talk about 
autonomous trucking 
without talking about some 
of the economic data that's 
come in, some of the 
inflationary pressures, and 
wage rates of drivers.  I’ll 
show the Club some of the 
trends in the industry from 
a cost standpoint in framing 
what's taking place.”  He’ll 
also discuss how Florida is 
positioned to use AV 
trucking compared with 
other states and of course, 
take members’ questions.  

Mr. White began his career 
as a peak-season driver for 
UPS during college.  He 
progressed through 

multiple leadership 
positions to be the senior 
engineering leader in 
multiple operating areas.  
More recently, as the 
Vice President of 
Strategy for TuSimple, he 
built the autonomous 
freight network business 
model, partnerships, 
operations, and 
ecosystem, enabling 
multiple customers to test 
autonomous trucking for 
hundreds of thousands of 
miles with real freight on 
real lanes.  His mandate 
spanned all aspects of 
the network, from 
defining the business 
model to engaging and 
onboarding partners, 
resulting in a $9 million 
network with more than 
15 customers across 11 
states.  Today, as the 
President of LM White 
Consulting, he works with 
fleets, equipment 
manufacturers, and 
carriers in developing 
forward-looking 
strategies, business 
models, and roadmaps 
for AV operations. 

Mr. White earned a 
bachelor’s degree in 
economics at the 

University of Georgia.  
He is an instructor in 
Autonomous Technology 
in Long Haul Trucking for 
SAE International, the 
global professional 
association and 
transportation standards 
organization.  He is also 

a guest lecturer for the 
University of Denver’s 
Transportation and Supply 
Chain Institute Master’s 
Program.  Mr. White will be 
introduced by Doug 
Wheeler, Director, George 
Gibbs Center for Economic 
Prosperity, The James 
Madison Institute. 

*Please note this  
meeting will be at the 

FSU Alumni 

Tuesday, August 6th 

Lunch Buffet 11:30 AM 

Program Begins 12:00 PM  

Introductions  12:10 PM 

Presentation Begins 12:15 PM 

Q&A 12:50 PM 

Meeting Adjourned 1:00 PM 

Contact Us 

Economic Club  
of Florida, Inc. 
325 John Knox Road, 

Suite L103 

Tallahassee, FL 32303 

(850) 224-0711 
mail@Economic-Club.com 
www.Economic-Club.com  

Not for Profit Corporation 
Federal ID: 59-1777886 

Lee White 
President 

LM White Consulting 

 

Has your contact 
information 

changed? 

Let us know your current 
contact information. Email 

the club at mail@economic-
club.com with your updated 

information.  

Don’t forget to add 
mail@economic-club.com to 
your address book to ensure 
you receive communications 

from the club.  

mailto:mail@economic-club.com
mailto:Mail@Economic-Club.com
http://www.Economic-Club.com


Echo  Page 2  

 

Chris Hart, Florida Court 
Clerks & Comptrollers 

Sara Bremer, Florida 
Court Clerks & Comptrol-
lers 

Ashley Guy, Tallulah CBD 
Mushroom THC 

Matthew Toplak, Florida 
Division of Emergency 
Management 

Georgie Barret, Florida 
Surplus Lines Office 

Mark Shealy, Florida Sur-
plus Lines Office 

Brian Young, Florida Sur-
plus Lines Office 

Cristina Paredes 

Julia Holly, JH Creative 

The July Club meeting 
featured Michael Heekin, the 
founding chief operating 
officer and board member of 
WebMD, the heart monitoring 
company that turned into a 
leading publisher on the 
Internet for medical 
information.  He took Club 
members on an interesting trip 
back in time to the beginnings 
of the modern Internet and its 
commercialization in the 
1990’s and his role with one 
of the early Internet 
startups, WebMD.  He then 
compared the development 
of the Internet to the development of Artificial Intelligence (AI).  

“The commercial Internet probably started in 1993, or 94 and that’s where we are, 
we're probably in the 1998 timeframe on artificial intelligence at this point,” he said.  
While the Internet made information available to all, with AI “data is the key, remember 
that,” Mr. Heekin told Club members.  “AI will democratize access to advanced 
computing like the Internet democratized raw connectivity to information and 
knowledge.” 

As with the Internet, he said AI distribution will trump technology and to expect huge 
venture investment that can actually impede access to capital.  He anticipates access 
to unique data sets to train AI will be a valuable asset of AI ventures.  Otherwise, AI 
will be a commodity product with data being the key differentiator.  

He said “regulatory good judgment and restraint” will also be key to helping AI develop 
and be widely accessible as the Internet was, thanks to the Telecommunications Act of 
1996.  “President Clinton and Speaker of the House Gingrich had the good sense to 
keep their mitts off the Internet,” said Mr. Heekin.  Nevertheless, effective privacy and 
data security rules will need to be established for AI, along with successful navigation 
of legal issues, including intellectual property rights and academic research integrity. 

He acknowledged that while AI might replace humans in performing some tasks, it’s 
power will be helping humans work more efficiently.  “It’s not capable of original 
thought and I don’t think it will ever be.”  (You can read more and listen to the Club’s 
podcast with Saif Ishoof on our Podcasts and Summaries webpage.) 
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Development Trajectory of the Internet and AI – 
Will History Repeat Itself, or Just Rhyme? 

Recent New Members 

We have newly designed 
name badges.  If you have 
an old name badge and 
would like one with the new 
design, the cost is $15.   

If interested, you can pur-
chase a new name badge 
at the Club’s website or call 
the office at 850-224-0711. 

Name Badges 

 

Marion Hoffmann 

Left to right: Bill Moore, David Mica, Michael Heekin, Katri-
na Rolle,  James Newman and Valerie Wickboldt.  

You can access 
membership applications 
on the club's website at  

www.economic-club.com.  
 

Encourage a friend to 
become a member today! 

Trustee Event 
On July 22, Trustees and their guests gathered for an evening event at Amicus 
Brewing, where they had the opportunity to meet Michael Heekin. Mr. Heekin shared 
a preview of his upcoming talk and offered his insights on artificial intelligence and its 

future implications.  

 

Thank you to the 
Economic Club 
Executive 
Committee for 
making this event 
possible.  

https://www.flclerks.com/?
https://www.flclerks.com/?
https://www.flclerks.com/?
https://www.flclerks.com/?
https://www.flclerks.com/?
https://tallulahcbd.com/
https://tallulahcbd.com/
https://www.floridadisaster.org/
https://www.floridadisaster.org/
https://www.floridadisaster.org/
https://www.fslso.com/
https://www.fslso.com/
https://www.fslso.com/
https://www.fslso.com/
https://www.fslso.com/
https://www.fslso.com/
https://www.jhcreative.co/#about
https://economic-club.com/podcasts-and-summaries/
https://economic-club.com/product/name-tag/
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TRUSTEES  

TRUSTEES  

(Past Chairs in Orange) 

LES AKERS,  Retired  

BOBBY BACON, President, Earl Bacon Agency 

STAN BARNES, CFP, CLU, Managing Director, Barnes Capital 

Group 

DAVID A. BENNETT, Financial Officer, VR Systems, Inc. 

LO BIELBY, ESQ,  Principal Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig, LLC 

BARNEY T. BISHOP, III, President & CEO, Barney Bishop  

Consulting 

DR. WAYNE BLANTON, Florida School Board Insurance Trust 

W. KEN BOUTWELL, Managing Partner, Vineyard Capital Partners 

JOHN BRADLEY, Senior Investment Advisor, Florida State Board of  

Administration 

RAYMOND E. BYE, Ph.D., Retired  Executive & Consultant, FSU 

DOMINIC M. CALABRO, President & CEO,  Florida TaxWatch, Inc. 

MARSHALL CASSEDY, JR., Owner & Financial Consultant, 

Cassedy & Company, Inc.  

DOUG CROLEY, Doug Croley Insurance Services 

JOEL DAVIS, President, 20/20 Media 

GREG  A. DELOACH, EVP, J. Smith Lanier & Co 

HOWARD EISENMAN, Financial Advisor, Enhanced  

Financial Services, LLC 

CHRISTOPHER EMMANUEL, Director of Government Relations,  

University of Florida 

MICHAEL EURICH, Big Bend Hospice 

STEVE EVANS, Retired 

BRETT EWING, First Franklin Financial  Services 

SHAWNTA FRIDAY-STROUD, PhD, FAMU School of Business 

JEANNIE GARNER, Executive Director, Florida League of Cities 

BILL GRAHAM, Retired 

HON. MAJOR B. HARDING, former Florida  Supreme Court Justice 

JOHN J. HARRIS, Government Consultant, Gray Robinson, P.A. 

DAVID F. HARVEY, President & CEO, David F. Harvey & Associates 

ROB HENDERSON, Of Counsel, Meenan P.A. 

MARION HOFFMANN, Indelible Business Solutions 

PATRICK E. HOY, AIA, Principal, Hoy + Stark Architects 

STEPHEN C .HUGGINS, Sr. VP/Investments, Stifel-Huggins Winders 

DARIA IBACH, Vice President, Capital City Bank 

CHRIS JENSEN, JR., EVP and Senior Lender, Prime Meridian Bank 

DR. LARRY C. KUBIAK, Director Psychological Services, 

Tallahassee Memorial Behavioral Health Center 

MS. SAM LESTER, Retired Attorney  

DORRECE  LISENBY, Broker/Owner, Lisenby Realty, Inc. 

STEVE MCCLELLAND, AAMS, Financial Advisor, Edward Jones  

JIM MESSER, Attorney, Fonvielle Lewis Messer & McConnaughhay 

DAVID MICA, CAE, DPL, Founder, Mica, Mica and Mica LLC 

ALEX MILTON, Commercial Banking Manager, Ameris Bank 

MATT MOHLER, Special Projects Manager External Affairs, Florida  

Power & Light Company  

BILL MOOR, President, Capital City Investments & Trust Company  

KAREN MOORE, Founder & CEO,  Moore Communications Group 

JIM MURDAUGH, President, Tallahassee Community College 

ALAN NULL, President, Rally Point Financial Group 

CINDY O’CONNELL, Director, Florida Prepaid College Foundation 

JERRY D. PARRISH, PH.D., Chief Economist, Florida State 

University 

KENNETH PRATT, Senior Vice President Government Affairs, 

Florida Bankers Association 

MARY LOU RAJCHEL, Retired Attorney; Trade Association 

President & CEO for FPC and FTA 

DR. DENNIS RIDLEY, PH.D, Research Professor, FAMU; Faculty  

Associate, FSU  

GLENN W. ROBERTSON, President, Glenn Robertson & Associates 

KATRINA ROLLE, President & CEO, Community Foundation of 

North FL 

CLAUDIA L. SACHS, CFP, CTP, Wealth Advisor, Securities 

America. 

MICHAEL SHERIDAN, Chairman, FBMC Benefits Management 

DEE ANN SMITH 

TODD SPERRY, VP, Oliver Sperry Renovation & Construction, Inc. 

JUSTIN THAMES, Director State Government Relations, TECO 

Energy 

JIM THIELEN, CPA, Thielen + Tax and Business Consulting 

JOHN THOMAS, Director & CEO, Brandt Information Services 

IDA THOMPSON, Director of Advancement, Holy Comforter 

Episcopal  

HON. MARJORIE TURNBULL 

KENZA VAN ASSENDERP, van Assenderp Law  

KEVIN VAUGHN, President, Rogers, Gunter, Vaughn Insurance 

Agency 

VIRGINIA VAUGHN, CIO, North Florida Agents Network, Inc. 

BEN WATKINS,  Director, Florida Division of Bond Finance 

MARK WEBB, CFP, Merrill Lynch 

ASH WILLIAMS, Vice Chair, J.P. Morgan Asset Management 

MICHAEL WILSON, VP/Private & Commercial Banking, The First 

Bank 

Thank You to our Trustees who go Above and Beyond  
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John Thomas has actually had two successful careers 
in his life and just recently retired for what he says will 
be the last time.  He started his own software company 
in Atlanta that he ran for many years before retiring in 
2005.  Then in 2007, he and a group of investors 
bought Brandt Information Services in Tallahassee.  
They expanded its government IT staffing and 
consulting to other states and markets across the 
country, including the federal government.  The 
company’s latest foray providing the recreational 
licensing system and marketing for the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission has since expanded 
to similar agencies in 29 other states.  He retired this past May as Chairman and CEO, 
having recently sold controlling interest in the company. 

Mr. Thomas is a Club Trustee, a group whose extra financial commitment helps the 
Club fulfill its mission.  “It's a great organization with wonderful speakers and a great 
opportunity to network and meet people in business, government, and education that I 
probably would not have had an opportunity to know and to have friendships with.”  

Born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia, he went on to attend Vanderbilt University, 
earning double degrees in economics and business administration.  He returned to 
Atlanta where he became a CPA and eventually Chief Financial Officer for a machine 
works company before starting his software business.  He married his high school 
sweetheart Susan and together they have three adult children and six grandchildren.  

An avid hunter and fisherman, Mr. Thomas said he plans to travel and enjoy life in full 
retirement. 

2024 Economic Club  

Board of Directors  

Officers 
Executive Committee 

 

Chairman 
Marion Hoffmann 

 

President 
Katrina Rolle 

 
Vice President  

Christopher Emmanuel 
 

Treasurer  
Kenneth Pratt 

 
Secretary  

Douglas “Doug” Wheeler 
 

Immediate Past Chair 
Lorence “Lo” Bielby 
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Non Officer  
Directors 

 

Barney Bishop III 

John Bradley 

Ray Bye 

Dominic Calabro 

Christopher Campbell 

Hon. Major Harding 

Alia Faraj-Johnson 

David Mica, Sr. 

   William “Bill” Moor 

Karen Moore 

Jim Murdaugh 

Member Spotlight 
Upcoming 
Programs 

Onsite/Virtual 
Programs 

Non Officer  
Directors continued 

 

Cindy O’Connell  

Jerry Parrish 

Glenn Robertson 

Michael Sheridan 

Hon. Marjorie Turnbull 

Ben Watkins 

Ash Williams 

Meredith A Berger 
Assistant Secretary of the 

Navy (Energy, Installations, 
and Environment)  

Capital City Country Club 

October 10, 2024 

September 24, 2024 

Jessica Harvey 

CEO 
Guy Harvey Foundation 

Dunlap Champions Club 

John Cohlan 
Chief Executive Officer 

Margaritaville 

TBD 

November (TBD) 


