The Economic Club of Florida

*Please note this
meeting will be at the
FSU Alumni Center

Thursday, May 16th

Lunch Buffet 11:30 AM
Program Begins 12:00 PM
Introductions 12:10 PM
Presentation Begins 12:15 PM
Q&A 12:50 PM
Meeting Adjourned 1:00 PM

Onsite & Virtual
Program

FSU Alumni Center
1030 W Tennessee St
Tallahassee, FL 32304

To RSVP, please email
mail@economic-club.com
or
Call: (850) 224-0711

PLEASE RSVP BY Noon on
Wednesday, May 15th

Thank you to our May
Luncheon Sponsor

FPL

May 2024
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The Opportunity Capital in Florida’s
Rocket Ship Economy

A Miami entrepreneur and
business advisor to some
of the most intriguing
technology founders and
investors in the world joins
us this month to offer a
glimpse of what Florida
could become in the future.
Saif Ishoof is Founder and
Managing Partner of
Lab22c, a business
development firm whose
clients include a flying boat
builder and an artificial
intelligence software
developer. Florida has the
fourth-largest economy in
the U.S., the 16™-largest in
the world, and is currently
leading all other states with
GDP growth of 6.1%
annually. Nowhere has
that growth been more
evident than in Miami and
the greater Miami-Dade
County area.

“Florida is a global
economy, sitting at number
16 in the world, with a clear
path to get to number 10
within the next decade or
so. But really to get there,
it's not just the technology
and the capital, it's human
potential,” Mr. Ishoof told
Club Officers in a recent
conference call. “But if we
don't take the time to lean
in and accelerate human
potential, we will lose our
competitive advantage as a
region, as a state, and
really as a G20 economy.”

Prior to starting his firm,
Mr. Ishoof served as Vice
President of Engagement
at Florida International
University (FIU), building
partnerships that
generated more than $70
million in institutional
impact for students,
alumni, community
members, and key
stakeholders. Atthe
same time, he served as
Senior Fellow to FIU’s
School of International &
Public Affairs to increase
its global reach with
diplomats and
international business
and philanthropic
leaders. He parlayed
both experiences as part
of a novel partnership
between FIU and the City
of Miami, serving as
Senior Advisor of
Innovation and
Technology to Mayor
Francis Suarez and
founding the
VentureMiami Initiative.
His previous roles include
founding Executive
Director for City Year
Miami, an AmeriCorps
national service program
for young adults.

Provider focused on vendor
and supply-chain
management for agri-
business. He later served
as CEO of FCT
Technologies. Mr. Ishoof
earned his bachelor’s
degree in Foreign Service
from Georgetown
University and his law
degree from the University
of Miami School of Law.
He will be introduced by
Club Board Chair Marion
Hoffman, Vice President of
Business Solutions, at
Indelible Business

Mr. Ishoof developed the Solutions.

entrepreneurial bug right
after law school in 2000
when he founded
AgriVerde, a software
and Internet Service
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Recent New Members

Charles H. Wingo, MD
Robert de Cardenas,

Marcia Roitberg,

Amy Zubaly,

Tré Warren,

Chris Hart,

Sara Bremer,

Name Badges
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Marion Hoffma_nn

We have newly designed
name badges. If you have
an old name badge and
would like one with the new
design, the cost is $15.

If interested, you can pur-
chase a new name badge
at the or call
the office at 850-224-0711.

Towards Precision Medicine Therapies and

Biomarkers for Neurodegenerative Diseases

The April Club meeting
featured Dr. Nillifer
Ertekin-Taner, Professor
and Enterprise Chair of
Mayo Clinic’s Department
of Neuroscience. She
provided a fascinating look
at the very latest research
and treatments for
Alzheimer’s disease and
Progressive Supranuclear
Palsy (PSP), a disease
that progresses faster and
at a younger age than
Alzheimer’s.
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Left to right: Karen Moore, Robert de Cardenas, Dr. Taner,
Katrina Rolle, and John Ferguson.

Her team of 200 investigators at Mayo Clinic’s Jacksonville campus use genetics to
get information about possible risk factors, but it does not give specific information.
“Basically, think of it like the general address. There is a fire so the firefighters are
called, and we say there's a fire in this general region. That's the kind of information
that these kinds of studies give us. But they don't tell us exactly which house is on fire.
And they don't tell us what caused the fire.”

While diagnosis has gotten better, there are still few cures for neurodegenerative
diseases, due to economics. “The cost of putting a single drug on the market is on
average over a billion dollars,” Dr. Ertekin-Taner told Club members. “So
pharmaceutical companies cannot commit unless those drug targets are de-risked for
them. And the groups that are going to really identify those drug targets and de-risk it
for big pharmaceutical companies are academic groups. Places like Mayo Clinic and
other places.”

Researchers look at genes and also environmental factors that may impact genes.
“This combination either puts you at risk for diseases like Alzheimer's disease, or may
protect you against it.” Because of Florida’s ethnically-diverse population, a great deal
of new research is being done here. A grant from the Florida Department of Health
enabled Mayo to conduct research on biomarkers — particularly in African-Americans.

The research has produced some results. New types of biomarkers have increased
the diagnostic accuracy of Alzheimer's disease by up to 8%. “We also have a new
drug that targets the amyloid in the brain. It's not a silver bullet but a start of more to
come.” (You can read more and listen to the Club’s podcast with Dr. Nillfer Ertekin-
Taner on our )

Membership Installment Payments Due

If you have elected to pay your dues in two payments, statements were sent via email on Monday, May 13. If you have
not received your statement, please let us know. We may not have your current contact information. All members that
have not paid were removed from membership and will need to submit a new application for membership that includes
the initiation fee of $100. Credit card payment is available through our website, or send in your check so that we
can count you as a continuing member in good standing.

Contact Lisette Mariner, Economic Club of Florida Executive Director at mail@economic-club.com or (850) 224-0711 to
update your information.. Note the Club address is 325 John Knox Rd, L103, Tallahassee, FL 32303
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TRUSTEES

Thank You to our Trustees who go Above and Beyond

(Past Chairs in Orange)

LES AKERS, Retired

BOBBY BACON, President, Earl Bacon Agency

STAN BARNES, CFP, CLU, Managing Director, Bames Capital Group
DAVID A. BENNETT, Financial Officer, VR Systems, Inc.

LO BIELBY, ESQ, Principal Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig, LLC
BARNEY T. BISHOP, lil, President & CEO, Bamey Bishop Consulting
DR. WAYNE BLANTON, Florida School Board Insurance Trust

W. KEN BOUTWELL, Managing Partner, Vineyard Capital Partners, LLC
JOHN BRADLEY, Senior Investment Advisor, Florida State Board of
Administration

RAYMOND E. BYE, Ph.D., Retired Executive & Consultant, FSU
DOMINIC M. CALABRO, President & CEO, Florida TaxWatch, Inc.
MARSHALL CASSEDY, JR., Owner & Financial Consultant, Cassedy &
Company, Inc.

DOUG CROLEY, Doug Croley Insurance Services

JOEL DAVIS, Friends of Paula

GREG A.DELOACH, EVP, J. Smith Lanier & Co

HOWARD EISENMAN, Financial Advisor, Enhanced

Financial Services, LLC

CHRISTOPHER EMMANUEL, Director of Government Relations,
University of Florida

MICHAEL EURICH, Big Bend Hospice

STEVE EVANS, Retired

BRETT EWING, First Franklin Financial Services

LINDA FRAZIER

SHAWNTA FRIDAY-STROUD, PhD, FAMU School of Business
JEANNIE GARNER, Executive Director, Florida League of Cities
BILL GRAHAM, Retired

HON. MAJOR B. HARDING, former Florida Supreme Court Justice
JOHN J. HARRIS, Government Consultant, Gray Robinson, P.A.
DAVID F. HARVEY, President & CEO, David F. Harvey & Associates
ROB HENDERSON, Of Counsel, Meenan P.A.

MARION HOFFMANN, Indelible Business Solutions

TRAVIS HOFFMANN, Prime Meridian Bank

PATRICK E. HOY, AlA, Principal, Hoy + Stark Architects

STEPHEN C .HUGGINS, Sr. VP/Investments, Stifel-Huggins Winders
DARIA IBACH, Vice President, Capital City Bank

CHRIS JENSEN, JR., EVP and Senior Lender, Prime Meridian Bank
DR. LARRY C. KUBIAK, Director Psychological Services, Tallahassee
Memorial Behavioral Health Center

MS. SAM LESTER, Retired Attomey

DORRECE LISENBY, Broker/Owner, Lisenby Realty, Inc.

JIM MESSER, Attorney, Fonvielle Lewis Messer & McConnaughhay
STEVE MCCLELLAND, AAMS, Financial Advisor, Edward Jones

Investments

DAVID MICA, CAE, DPL, Founder, Mica, Mica and Mica LLC

ALEX MILTON, Commercial Banking Manager, Ameris Bank

MATT MOHLER, Special Projects Manager External Affairs, Florida
Power & Light Company

BILL MOOR, President, Capital City Investments & Trust Company
KAREN MOORE, Founder & CEO, Moore Communications Group
KIMBERLY MOORE, VP for Workforce Innovations, TCC

JIM MURDAUGH, President, Tallahassee Community College

ALAN NULL, President, Rally Point Financial Group

CINDY O’CONNELL, Director, Florida Prepaid College Foundation
JERRY D. PARRISH, PH.D., Chief Economist, Florida State University
KENNETH PRATT, Senior Vice President Government Affairs, Florida
Bankers Association

MARY LOU RAJCHEL, Retired Attomey; Trade Association President &
CEO for FPC and FTA

DR. DENNIS RIDLEY, PH.D, Research Professor, FAMU; Faculty
Associate, FSU

GLENN W. ROBERTSON, President, Glenn Robertson & Associates
KATRINA ROLLE, President & CEO, Community Foundation of North FL
CLAUDIA L. SACHS, CFP, CTP, Wealth Advisor, Securities America.
MICHAEL SHERIDAN, Chairman, FBMC Benefits Management

DEE ANN SMITH

TODD SPERRY, VP, Qliver Sperry Renovation & Construction, Inc.
NEDDY SUMNERS, Retired

JUSTIN THAMES, Director State Government Relations, TECO Energy
JIM THIELEN, CPA, Thielen + Tax and Business Consulting

JOHN THOMAS, Director & CEO, Brandt Information Services

IDA THOMPSON, Director of Advancement, Holy Comforter Episcopal
WILL THOMPSON, Deputy Executive Director, FL Prepaid College Board
HON. MARJORIE TURNBULL

KENZA VAN ASSENDERP, van Assenderp Law

KEVIN VAUGHN, President, Rogers, Gunter, Vaughn Insurance Agency
VIRGINIA VAUGHN, CIO, North Florida Agents Network, Inc.

BEN WATKINS, Director, Florida Division of Bond Finance

MARK WEBB, CFP, Merrill Lynch

ASH WILLIAMS, Vice Chair, J.P. Morgan Asset Management
MICHAEL WILSON, VP/Private & Commercial Banking, The First Bank

TRUSTEES

Educate | Engage | Empower



Page 4

Echo Speaker #579

Upcoming

Programs

Onsite/Virtual
Programs

June 25, 2024

Clark Mica

President

Institute of Makers
Explosives

FSU Alumni

July 23, 2024

Michael Heekin
CEO

Kreuzberg Partners
FSU Alumni

Economic Club

of Florida, Inc.
325 John Knox Road,
Suite L103

Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 224-0711
mail@Economic-Club.com

www.Economic-Club.com
Not for Profit Corporation
Federal ID: 59-1777886

' Member Spotlight

The Honorable William Dawson “Bill” Gunter, Jr., age 89, died
peacefully at his home in Tallahassee, FL, surrounded by
family on April 8, 2024. He was part of a group of Florida public
officials in the nineteen seventies and eighties, including
Governors Reubin Askew, Lawton Chiles and Bob Graham,
following the tradition of Governor LeRoy Collins in their
commitment to the principles of good government and social
justice. Bill served in the Florida Senate, the U.S. Congress,
and on the Florida Cabinet as Insurance Commissioner, State
Treasurer and Fire Marshall for 12 years.

In 1989 Bill joined what became Rogers Gunter Vaughn
Insurance in Tallahassee as a partner, working with son Bart,
and longtime friends, Sam Rogers, Sr., and Sam Rogers, Jr.,
serving intermittently as president, CEO and Chairman of the
Board until his retirement in 2018. In 2003, he joined the Board
of the Florida Association of Insurance Agents which he
chaired in 2010. In 2013, Gunter was designated as a “Great
Floridian” by the Governor and Florida Cabinet in recognition of
his lifetime of public service to the people of his beloved
“Sunshine State”. In 2021, the Club honored Bill with the Stan Tait Memorial Award.

Bill loved to travel with his wife, Kathy and son Joel and other family members, including 12 trips
to 14 countries in Africa, climbing the side of a Rwandan volcano in his 70’s to visit the mountain
gorillas. He was also the first to volunteer to go down in a steel cage to see great white sharks
off the coast of South Africa.

Bill was known for devotion to his family, compassion for those in need, love of adventure and
willingness to mentor the young. The grandson of a minister who served churches in north and
central Florida, he served as a deacon and Sunday school teacher and was a faithful member of
the Trinity United Methodist Church at the time of his passing.

2024 Economic Club

Board of Directors

Officers Non Officer Non Officer
Executive Committee Directors Directors continued
Chairman Barney Bishop Il Cindy O’Connell
Marion Hoffmann John Bradley Jerry Parrish
President
Katrina Rolle Ray Bye Glenn Robertson

Michael Sheridan
Hon. Marjorie Turnbull
Ben Watkins
Ash Williams

Dominic Calabro
Vice President )
Christopher Emmanuel Christopher Campbell
Hon. Major Harding
Treasurer . )

Kenneth Pratt Alia Faraj-Johnson

David Mica, Sr.
William “Bill” Moor

Karen Moore

Secretary
Douglas “Doug” Wheeler

Immediate Past Chair

Lorence “Lo” Bielby Jim Murdaugh
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