The Economic Club of Florida

*Please note this
meeting will be at the

AC Hotel by Marriott

(parking available in the City
garage directly across the street)

Tuesday, November 7th

Lunch Buffet 11:30 AM
Program Begins 12:00 PM
Introductions 12:10 PM
Presentation Begins 12:15 PM
Q&A 12:50 PM
Meeting Adjourned 1:00 PM

Onsite & Virtual
Program

AC Hotel by Marriott
801 S Gadsden St
Tallahassee, FL 32301

To RSVP, please email
mail@economic-club.com
or
Call: (850) 224-0711

PLEASE RSVP BY Noon on
Friday, November 3rd

Economic Club

of Florida, Inc.
325 John Knox Road,
Suite L103

Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 224-0711
Mail@Economic-Club.com
www.Economic-Club.com
Not for Profit Corporation

Federal ID: 59-1777886
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Driving the Florida Sports Economy

Angela Adams Suggs joins
us as this month’s speaker
to share the growing
economic impact of
Florida’s sports industry
and how those of us with
specialty sports team
license plates are helping
drive the sports economy.
Ms. Suggs is the President
and CEO of the nonprofit
Florida Sports Foundation,
the official sports promotion
and development
organization for the state of
Florida.

“There is so much
multiplicity of sports that the
Foundation covers that the
public and your members
may not be aware of,” Ms.
Suggs told Club Officers in
a recent conference call.
“It's not just world and
national professional
sports. It includes youth
sports, senior sporting
events, and from a
participation viewpoint all
the way up to competitive
hosting opportunities that
we have had, such as
endurance sports and
activities, marathons, 5K
races and the like.” Ms.
Suggs will share the
Foundation’s latest study
which shows sports have a
more than $70 billion
impact on Florida’s
economy — one of the top
three industries in return on
investment.

Upcoming sports events
include this February’s
2024 NFL Pro Bowl Games
in Orlando, a 2026 FIFA
World Cup Soccer Match in
Miami, which is also

serving as the North
American headquarters
for the 16-city
tournament, and the
2026 World Cross
Country Championships
in Tallahassee.

The Florida Sports
Foundation’s mission
encompasses the
promotion and
development of
professional, amateur,
recreational sports, and
physical fitness
opportunities across the
state. It does this by
providing grants to
support sporting events
that bring out-of-state
visitors to Florida, as well
as producing and
distributing annual guides
on golf, fishing and
boating, and baseball
spring training events.
The foundation also
organizes the annual
Sunshine State Games,
an Olympic-style festival
for Floridians of all ages,
and the Florida Senior
Games State
Championships for senior
athletes, age 50 and
over.

Prior to her current role,
Ms. Suggs held several

leadership positions at
Florida A&M University
(FAMU), including Senior
Associate Athletics Director
for External Affairs and
Senior Woman
Administrator. She holds a
Bachelor's degree in
Economics from FAMU and
a Master’s degree from St.
Thomas University. She
will be introduced by Club
Ex Officio Board member
Glenn Robertson,
President of Glenn
Robertson & Associates.
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Recent New Members

Koulla Butler,

Jeffrey Sharkey,

Tom Deison,

Viad Korepanov,

John Ferguson,

Lawrence Sellers,

Debbie Huey
Rhyse Boeneke,

Andrew Roberts,

Energy of the Future

The October Club meeting
featured Armando Pimentel,
President and CEO of Florida
Power and Light Company
(FPL). The company serves
more than 12-million people —
over half the population of
Florida — making it the biggest
electric utility in the nation, too.
Mr. Pimentel said the company
is working to solve the challenge of how to provide customers reliable power that is
affordable. He said generating it with less emissions is hard to do.

“We have one of the lowest bills in the nation, roughly 25% to 30% lower on a national
average than everyone else again. And that's because we provide clean, affordable
and reliable power,” he told Club members.

One of the ways FPL will accomplish that is by the use of solar power. He said that
solar energy is now cheaper than natural gas over a 30-year investment. By early
next year the company’s 66 solar projects will expand to more than 100.

“It makes sense for our customers to reduce the amount of natural gas that we're
burning at Florida Power and Light and increase the amount of energy that we're
getting from solar. Texas and Oklahoma take their gas somewhere else, and we get
free energy from the sun here in Florida,” he said.

To back up the solar and wind generation, its affiliated company NextEra Energy

Continued on next page

Your fan.experience should travel!

Complete your fan experience and purchase your favorite sports team’s license plate!
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Thank You to our Trustees who go Above and Beyond

(Past Chairs in Orange)

LES AKERS, Retired

JOSE ALFARO, President of Strategic Growth and Partnerships, Indelible
BOBBY BACON, President, Earl Bacon Agency

STAN BARNES, CFP, CLU, Managing Director, Bames Capital Group
DAVID A. BENNETT, Financial Officer, VR Systems, Inc.

LO BIELBY, ESQ, Principal Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig, LLC
BARNEY T. BISHOP, lll, President & CEO, Bamey Bishop Consulting
DR. WAYNE BLANTON, Florida School Board Insurance Trust

W. KEN BOUTWELL, Managing Partner, Vineyard Capital Partners, LLC
JOHN BRADLEY, Senior Investment Advisor, Florida State Board of
Administration

RAYMOND E. BYE, Ph.D., Retired Executive & Consultant, FSU
DOMINIC M. CALABRO, President & CEO, Florida TaxWatch, Inc.
CHRISTOPHER CAMPBELL, CEO, CGlI, Inc.

MARSHALL CASSEDY, JR., Owner & Financial Consultant, Cassedy &
Company, Inc.

KATE CLARK, Managing Partner, Cypress Capital

DOUG CROLEY, Doug Croley Insurance Services

GREG A.DELOACH, EVP, J. Smith Lanier & Co

HOWARD EISENMAN, Financial Advisor, Enhanced

Financial Services, LLC

CHRISTOPHER EMMANUEL, Director of Government Relations,
University of Florida

MICHAEL EURICH, Big Bend Hospice

STEVE EVANS, Retired

BRETT EWING, First Franklin Financial Services

FREDDIE FIGGERS, Figgers Communications Inc.

LINDA FRAZIER

SHAWNTA FRIDAY-STROUD, PhD, FAMU School of Business
JEANNIE GARNER, Executive Director, Florida League of Cities
RON GOLDSTEIN, Commercial Advisor, KW Commercial
BILL GRAHAM, Retired

WILLIAM GRAHAM, Carr Allison Law Firm

HON. BILL GUNTER, Chair, Bill Gunter & Associates,

former State Treasurer & U.S. Congressman

HON. MAJOR B. HARDING, former Florida Supreme Court Justice
JOHN J. HARRIS, Govemment Consultant, Gray Robinson, P.A.
DAVID F. HARVEY, President & CEO, David F. Harvey & Associates
ROB HENDERSON, Of Counsel, Meenan P.A.

MARION HOFFMANN, Indelible Business Solutions

TRAVIS HOFFMANN, Prime Meridian Bank

PATRICK E. HOY, AlA, Principal, Hoy + Stark Architects

STEPHEN C .HUGGINS, Sr. VP/Investments, Stifel-Huggins Winders
DARIA IBACH, Vice President, Capital City Bank

CHRIS JENSEN, JR., EVP and Senior Lender, Prime Meridian Bank
DR. LARRY C. KUBIAK, Director Psychological Services, Tallahassee
Memorial Behavioral Health Center

MS. SAM LESTER, Retired Attomey

DORRECE LISENBY, Broker/Owner, Lisenby Realty, Inc.

LEE MARTIN, Managing Principal, One Digital

JIM MESSER, Attomey, Fonvielle Lewis Messer & McConnaughhay
STEVE MCCLELLAND, AAMS, Financial Advisor, Edward Jones
Investments

DAVID MICA, CAE, DPL, Founder, Mica, Mica and Mica LLC

ALEX MILTON, Commercial Banking Manager, Ameris Bank

MATT MOHLER, Special Projects Manager External Affairs, Florida
Power & Light Company

BILL MOOR, President, Capital City Investments & Trust Company
KAREN MOORE, Founder & CEO, Moore Communications Group
KIMBERLY MOORE, VP for Workforce Innovations, TCC

RICHARD MOORE, CFO, Moore Communications Group

JIM MURDAUGH, President, Tallahassee Community College

ALAN NULL, President, Rally Point Financial Group

CINDY O’CONNELL, Director, Florida Prepaid College Foundation
JERRY D. PARRISH, PH.D., Chief Economist, Florida State University
KENNETH PRATT, Senior Vice President Government Affairs, Florida
Bankers Association

MARY LOU RAJCHEL, Retired Attomey; Trade Association President &
CEO for FPC and FTA

ROBERT “RJ” REED, Capital Risk

DR. DENNIS RIDLEY, PH.D, Research Professor, FAMU; Faculty
Associate, FSU

GLENN W. ROBERTSON, President, Glenn Robertson & Associates
KATRINA ROLLE, President & CEO, Community Foundation of North FL
CLAUDIA L. SACHS, CFP, CTP, Wealth Advisor, Securities America.
MICHAEL SHERIDAN, Chairman, FBMC Benefits Management
PATRICK SLEVIN, President & CEO, SL7 Consulting

DEE ANN SMITH

TODD SPERRY, VP, Oliver Sperry Renovation & Construction, Inc.
NEDDY SUMNERS, Retired

JUSTIN THAMES, Director State Government Relations, TECO Energy
JIM THIELEN, CPA, Thielen + Tax and Business Consulting

JOHN THOMAS, Director & CEO, Brandt Information Services

IDA THOMPSON, Director of Advancement, Holy Comforter Episcopal
WILL THOMPSON, Deputy Executive Director, FL Prepaid College Board
HON. MARJORIE TURNBULL

KENZA VAN ASSENDERP, van Assenderp Law

KEVIN VAUGHN, President, Rogers, Gunter, Vaughn Insurance Agency
VIRGINIA VAUGHN, CIO, North Florida Agents Network, Inc.

BEN WATKINS, Director, Florida Division of Bond Finance

MARK WEBB, CFP, Merrill Lynch

ASH WILLIAMS, Vice Chair, J.P. Morgan Asset Management
MICHAEL WILSON, VP/Private & Commercial Banking, The First Bank
JEAN WINGO, Founder, Florida Advocacy and Consulting

TRUSTEES

Energy Summary Continued

Resources also has more battery storage than anyone in the nation. Mr. Pimentel said battery technology is critical to
renewables and that reduction in cost will lead to more electric vehicles. “Battery technology is going to get very cheap,
very, very cheap. And once it does, it's no longer going to be economical to buy gasoline powered cars.”

Over the past 20-years, FPL has also torn down old, inefficient natural gas plants and replaced them with modern ones
that have saved $15-billion in fuel costs he said. (You can read more and listen to the Club’s podcast with Armando

Pimentel on our J)
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Upcoming

Programs

Onsite/Virtual
Programs

December 5, 2023
5:30 PM—7:00 PM

Member Meeting
and Elections

First Franklin Financial
Services,

2100 Fleischmann Rd,
Tallahassee, FL

January 23, 2024

Henry H. McVey
Clo
KKR Balance Sheet
Parkview at Cascades

February 6, 2024

Hon. Leon E. Panetta
Chairman

The Panetta Institute for
Public Policy
FSU Alumni

°

For the past 28 years, Ben Watkins has lead the team Sji*
responsible for issuing hundreds of millions of dollars
of tax exempt bonds used to finance Florida’s
infrastructure, including roads and buildings. As the
Director of the Florida Division of Bond Finance, Mr.
Watkins oversees the financial, legal, and marketing
services necessary for the issuance and sale of bonds.
The credit rating agencies have recognized the State
with their highest credit rating of "AAA" for its prudent
and conservative financial management practices.

Mr. Watkins is a past chairman and president of The
Economic Club of Florida and is a Trustee, a group
whose extra financial commitment helps the Club fulfill

Member Spotlight

its mission. “The Club is the best place to hear from
leaders in all aspects of finance, money management, government, and private sector
businesses about their expertise and experiences. It’s truly invaluable insights on all

matters of current affairs.”

Prior to joining state service in 1995, he practiced public finance law with Sutherland
Asbill & Brennan in Atlanta and was a CPA at KPMG. He has been nationally
recognized with numerous awards for his contributions to the municipal bond industry.
A Tallahassee native, he received his Bachelor of Science in Accounting from Auburn
University and a law degree from the University of Florida. He also serves on the
boards of the Municipal Code Corporation, Florida State University Coastal and Marine
Lab, Maclay School, and the Tall Timbers Research and Land Conservancy. He and
his wife Joy have two daughters and soon to be five grandchildren.

2023 Economic Club Board of

Officers
Executive Committee

Chairman
Lorence “Lo” Bielby

President
Marion Hoffmann

Vice President
Katrina Rolle

Treasurer
Christopher Emmanuel

Secretary
Kenneth Pratt

Immediate Past Chair
Barney Bishop Il

Directors

Non Officer
Directors

John Bradley
Ray Bye
Dominic Calabro
Christopher Campbell
Kimberly Dixon
Hon. William “Bill” Gunter
Hon. Major Harding
David Mica, Sr.
William “Bill: Moor

Karen Moore
Jim Murdaugh
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Non Officer
Directors continued

Cindy O’Connell
Jerry Parrish
Glenn Robertson
Michael Sheridan
Hon. Marjorie Turnbull
Ben Watkins
Doug Wheeler
Ash Williams



